ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

the most oppressive of all kingly oppressions,
and they resolved to so frame the Constitution
that no one man should hold the power of bring-
ing this oppression upon us. But your view
destroys the whole matter, and places our Presi-
dent where kings have always stood/

There was a good deal to be said for this view.
It was advocated by many members of both
Houses of Congress during the Civil War. But
it was not the view which Lincoln himself
adopted when he came to exercise his powers.
When Fort Sumter was bombarded on April 14,
1861, Congress was not in session. When Lin-
coln resolved that force must be repelled by
force, it might have been anticipated that he
would have taken steps to call Congress together
at the earliest moment, Congress, the body with
power to raise armies and to provide for the
calling forth of the militia to execute the laws of
the Union and to suppress insurrections. In fact,
he acted himself with promptness. Under the
Militia Act of 1795 he was entitled to call forth
the militia under certain conditions. Under the
authority of this act, he issued his proclamation
of April 15, stating that whereas the laws of the
United States were opposed by combinations too
powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary
course of judicial proceedings, the militia of the
several states of the Union, to the aggregate
number of 75,000, was called forth to suppress
the said combinations and cause the laws to be